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My work is rooted in an exploration of female identity and the notion of a feminine ideal. Through
addressing the separation of female and feminine, light can be shed on the inconsistent classification
of femininity. The work becomes a reflection on the recognition of “old-fashioned” ideas still relevant
in contemporary society. Using materials and imagery directly related to and/or historically associated
with women, I express the contradictory views related to the ever changing feminine ideal. By
challenging the viewer to contemplate their preconceived notions, a lasting dialogue can be created
from and relating to the work.
Every piece is strongly related to the process by which it is formed. Meaning is given to every aspect in
the creation of a piece, enabling the execution to be as important, if not more significant than the
final product. Constructed through tedious and repetitive processes, each object requires a calmness
of mind and direct focus. Through the delicate and deliberate handling of materials, the viewer is able
to acknowledge every consideration. By manipulating and restructuring the materials, the observer is
challenged to question the fragility of work in question.
ABOUT THE ARTIST:

Kari Thurman is an artist that embraces the viewer experience by creating intimate relationships
between the object, the viewer, and their surroundings. Taking form through sculpture and
installation, her work plays with notions of fragility and stability, emphasizing both method and
material. With the constant repetition of form and process, she hints towards the obsessive nature of
art making.
She graduated with academic honors, receiving a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Sculpture and Functional Art
from Kendall College of Art and Design in 2011, and was awarded with KCAD’s Studio Excellence
Award for the sculpture department.
After receiving scholarships and taking time to attend classes/workshops at various institutions
including Ox-Bow School of Art and Artists Residency and Penland School of Craft, she relocated to
the Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti area in the fall of 2014. Thurman currently lives and works locally and has
been a member of Ypsi Alloy Studios since July 2017.
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